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Unigue view

Wai Kit Lam describes herself as a “visual artist” who
merges photography with video and art installations.
She received her Master’s degree in Fine Arts from
The Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2003 and has
held several solo exhibitions of her innovative works
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“Many of my works are about identities, which has some-
thing to do with my own background,” says Lam, who
was born and raised in Hong Kong, received a bachelor’s
degree in Fine Arts from the University of London’s
Goldsmiths College, and has worked in various European
cities regularly since 2005.

In 1996, she bought her first camera, a Leica Mini-
lux, which is smaller than her palm, to document her
overseas student life in Britain. Compared to her other
passion, drawing, Lam found photography a simpler,
more direct way to capture her art. Since then she has
carried the camera with her wherever she goes to gain
a unique perspective. The Leica is behind most of her
creations which has led to the brand sponsoring the
publication of her photo albums.

“My photography starts from observing my surround-
ings and environment; it’s what I feel from my heart,” says
Lam. “It’s a quick capture of how I felt at that moment,
that’s why I never carry heavy equipment.”

In recent years Lam has merged photography with
sound, creating an art form that has a bigger impact with
audiences. Today, she spends most of her time teaching
art courses in tertiary institutes in Hong Kong to people
from all walks of life - from students in their 20s to
professionals in their 30s and 40s.

“Mobile phones with camera functions nowadays can
take pretty good pictures; people who love photography
are on the rise. But aesthetic appreciation needs to be
groomed when young. Hong Kong’s art education isn’t
popular enough. You need a solid foundation to promote
the art of photography.”

That’s why Lam teaches by encouraging people to
observe their surroundings. Thoughts and discussions
come next, which eventually leads to the actual creation
ofart. Lam believes that art isn’t the privilege of a small
niche group, but should be a way of life.
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"My photography
starts from
observing my
surroundings,”
says Wai Kit Lam
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Pause: Base, 2010,
photograph, dibond, 80 x
120 cm (below) and Pause:
Drift, 2010, photograph,
dibond, 80 x 120 cm
(bottom) by Wai Kit Lam
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Photos. Portrait: Gareth Brown - Blow Up Studios. Other images: Wai Kit Lam
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